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Harsh verdict was handed out to international organized smuggling group in Primorye.
On 27 May, Primorskii regional court finished the proceedings on the case of trafficking Amur tiger derivatives and 480 bear paws, which smugglers tried to pass to China in August 2007.  

For two months general public was attentively keeping the track of the trial on a big seizure of tiger skin, tiger derivatives and paws of Himalayan and brown bears smuggled by international organized criminal group. And finally the verdict was handed out by Primorskii Province regional court on 27 May, 2008. 

Let us first remind that the initial operation of prosecution and special services was a result of 6-months work when the whole chain of catch, collection and abroad shipment of derivatives was revealed. As the operation developed and the wildlife products were seized WWF and TRAFFIC experts were involved for independent expert evaluations of confiscated wildlife products enabling to estimate the commercial value of confiscated products in Russia and China. The international organized criminal group involved six people: three Russian and three Chinese. The total damage to the Far Eastern nature was huge: around 900 bear paws of brown and black bears, 4 tiger skins and more than 60 kilos of tiger bones, 531 saiga horns. Commercial damage according to expert estimation is more than 200 000 USD.
The first time smugglers were caught up by law-enforcement services in January 2007. The car stuffed with wildlife derivates was stopped by police services on the road to Khorol village in Primorye. The cabin was stuffed with 8 bags of bear paws, 3 tiger skins, several horns and various fragments of different animals’ carcasses. This is how the first actor in the chain, Razumenko, was revealed. It was clear that he managed the logistics of the process from the Russian side. 
The buyer and main executer was the Chinese citizen Ji Wenbin, whose Russian given name was Kolya. Ji Wenbin was responsible for collection of derivates on the territory of the whole region. While “traveling” to Anuchino, Arsenyev, Yakovlevsky and Krasnoarmeysky districts of Primorye he found executants of his orders and gave money to poachers and collected derivatives. Razumenko was responsible for unhampered activity of the Chinese citizen and cargo transporting. 
The second episode was in March. It was planned that the cargo packed on sledges would be transported with snow mobiles across the frozen Khanka Lake to China. The seizure operation was held at night, the sledges with the cargo were confiscated, but the criminals managed to leave the site on snow mobiles. This seizure brought 120 bear paws.

After two fiascos, Ji Wenbin became very nervous. In order to rehabilitate in front of Chinese partners, he had to transport a big shipment of wildlife products to China. The ordering party wanted something special. It was decided that it would be tiger skin and tiger bones set. Simultaneously, main products were being collected across the whole region. On Ussuriisk market, where all connections between poachers and smugglers are being established Ji Wenbin found middlemen and executants for a big order of bear paws. During several months he traveled across the region and meet in person. 
By the end of summer the shipment was prepared. In order not to be taken by road police, two acting big bosses from police were “hired” by Ji Wenbin. The police provided “green light” for smugglers on the road. This is how the cargo reached the Khanka Lake. The only “safe” way to transport the cargo was by water. To cross the lake without encumbrances, border tracking system needed to be switched off. Razumenko involved other person from Turyi Rog village whose task was to switch off the circuit breaker thus leaving the border with no control. The smugglers were lucky with the weather - the moon was bright with clear sky. The operation took several minutes. All accomplices were caught barehanded. 
On 27 May, 2008 one of the main principles of justice has worked once again – the necessity of punishment for illegal act. All six persons from the international criminal group are found guilty on crimes as provided by the Criminal Code of Russian Federation and sentenced to real terms of imprisonment for the last episode of contraband operation with Amur tiger derivatives and 480 bear paws seized on Khanka lake. The most active band members: Alexei Razumenko and Ji Wenbin are sentenced to 8 years of imprisonment and the penalty at the amount of 200 thousand rubles each (around 8 500 US dollars). Chinese accomplice received a 7 years and 6 months jail sentence each, Russian accomplice received a 4 years and 6 months of jail sentence each. 
“High interest to this case is caused by the unprecedented huge number of smuggled derivatives among which are Amur tiger enlisted in the Russian Red Data Book and Appendix I CITES (hunting for this species is totally prohibited) and the paws of Himalayan and brown bears included into Appendix I and II CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora). The latest prosecution marks the start of wildlife crime being treated with the seriousness it deserves” – commented Natalia Pervushina, coordinator of TRAFFIC’s Russian Far East programme.
“To the regret of conversationalists,  in the frames of this case it is not determined if 120 brown and Himalayan  bears were legally killed, comments Gennady Zherebkin, law enforcement advisor of the WWF Russia Amur branch. Persons involved in illegal hunting for tiger and bears are not determined as well as not instituted criminal proceedings, as a result no damage was compensated to the State from the criminal activity of poachers. Unfortunately this is not the only case when the objects of crime are the animals and plants as well as those listed in Red Data Book, and the persons under the trail are not condemned for ecological crimes.
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