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Dear Dr.Davidson,

On behalf of the Coordination Committee on Sustainable Development in Amur River Basin, |
would like to greet the Ramsar Convention Secretariat for the opportunity to conduct during COP 10
the side-event ,Ramsar Amur Regional Initiative for Free Flowing River and Sustained Basin®. Hope
that the Amur Regional Initiative will find your support as effective mechanism for countries coopera-
tion, which would catalyze a basin wide ecological network by helping:

o Systematic exchange of information and experience between countries, agencies and experts;
identify and fill information gaps;
establish archives of Amur-Heilong River basin information;
enhance institutional capacity to implement policy, legislation and regulations at all levels:
establish new PAs to fill conservation gaps and link ecoregions;
enhance institutional capacity to work cooperatively on nature conservation;
develop and gain official recognition for a scientifically valid strategic conservation plan;
develop and implement model transboundary interventions to strengthen insitutional, technical
and management capacities and build public support and participation;
= support policies integrating conservation into socio-cconomic development
o develop communication tools to promote ecological networks and IRBM.

Now, they are 6 Ramsar sites on Russian side of Amur River Basin, while in general 2,55 million
ha of wetlands are under different level of protection (about 24% of all wetlands)). In cooperation with
research institutes and non-government organizations, we have plan to enlarge this system to protect
30% of remain wetlands in Amur River basin, including nature reserves and national parks, landscape
and wildlife refuges, buffer zone and ecological corridors.

Last year, the Government of Amurskaya Province enlarged the territory of Tashinskii wildlifer re-
fuge and now its wetlands support 35 nests of Oriental stork (Ciconia boyciana), which is about 7% of
world population of this endangered species. The bacvkgrounds for nomination of the territory is al-
ready prepared and I hope the Tashinskii wetlands would be included to the list of Ramsar sites in the
nearest future.

Sincerely yours ,

Alexander Nesterenko, W

Vice-Governor of Amurskaya province,
Chair of Coordination Committee on Sustainable Development of Amur River Basin




