Russian non-governmental nature conservation organizations common demand to oil-and-gas companies, acting in Russia, its continental shelf and exclusive economic zone.

1. Environmental  policy 

Company elaborates and puts into practice transparent environmental policy, aiming at environmental safety assurance. Company’s environmental policy basic principals are as follows: 

1.1. Presumption of potential environmental danger of Company’s activity. 

1.2. Priority of preventive measures over response to environmentally negative consequences of Company activity. 
1.3. Refusal to act in territories and aquatories of high environmental value.

1.4. Considering of environment features in the area of Company activity (composite ice situation, permafrost, seismic activity, active slope processes, etc).

1.5. Considering of indigenous people interests and rights (as well as other ethnical communities, that are equal in rights to indigenous people) for traditional lifestyle and preservation of the aboriginal environment. 

1.6. Free access and transparency of ecological information. 

1.7. Supporting of public control over Company activity. 

1.8. Damage compensation under the Russian legislation. 

1.9. Accident prevention and mitigation, including rehabilitation of    ecosystems and animals. 

1.10.  Use of best available technologies. 

1.11. Environment-friendly waste utilization.

1.12. Analysis and monitoring of Company activity and global climate change correlation. 

1.13. Execution of Company environmental policy as a single document.

1.14. Appointment of person from top-management responsible for environmental policy implementation.

2. Law compliance

2.1. Company inviolately complies with Russian environmental legislation.

2.2. Company does not initiate and does not support changes of Russian legislation directed to reduce ecological requirements below EU standards. 

3. Territories and aquatories of high value

3.1. Company neither act in areas listed below nor fulfill activity beyond these territories and aquatories, which may cause negative impact on protected nature complexes and objects thereof (No-go areas): 
3.1.1. UNESCO  world nature and culture  heritage sites.

3.1.2. Specially protected natural areas (hereinafter - SPNA) created under federal law “On Specially Protected Natural Areas” and regulatory acts of constituents of the Russian Federation (state strict nature reserves, national parks, nature parks, state nature reserves, arboretums and botanic gardens, curative and sanative lands and resorts, biosphere polygons of UNESCO world heritage sites and other types of specially protected natural areas) buffer and protection zones. 

3.1.3. Areas, included in perspective plans of creation of specially protected territories and/or reserved under the Russian Government decrees or state bodies of constituents of the Russian Federation for SPNA creation. 

3.1.4. Wetlands of international importance  (Ramsar sites) both stated by the Russian Government and included in the “Perspective List” of the Ramsar Convention. 

3.1.5. Crucial habitats of species populations included in Red Data Books the Russian Federation and its constituents

3.1.6. Key ornithological areas of international and national importance. 

3.1.7. Particularly sensitive sea areas and areas of marine mammals protection. 

3.1.8. Large low-damaged natural ecosystems until all the parties concerned find mutually accepted socially, economically and ecologically reasonable decision on preservation/use of these ecosystems. Until the official borders of the above listed ecosystems are stated, the borders are determined  jointly with all interested stakeholders including nongovernmental organizations.  

3.2. On specially protected natural areas of regional and local significance (including those in the process of planning), which protection regime doesn’t forbid pipeline contraction,  pipeline construction is allowed only in case if realization of alternative pipeline routes is impossible and this activity doesn’t contradict to the establishment goals of these   specially protected natural areas.  
3.3. On particularly sensitive natural ecosystems (near-tundra forests, water protection areas, forest shelter-belts), other natural ecosystems included into existing feasible schemes of proposed for protection areas recognized by scientific community and non-governmental ecological organizations of regional level, Company fulfills its activity providing it does not lead to natural complexes degradation and damage to biological resources, which compensation is provided by Russian legislation, and decrease of natural functions of the mentioned ecosystems.

3.4. On particularly sensitive natural ecosystems, classified as water basins and its parts of highest commercial fishing importance, Company fulfills its activity providing it does not lead to damage of the mentioned ecosystems’ biological resources.

3.5. On lands of traditional inhabitation, economic activity, location of historical and cultural heritage objects of indigenous people and other ethnical communities Company fulfills its activity providing it gets an approval of the project implementation sites with above stated groups, carrying out ethno-ecological expertise and taking into account its results, fulfillment of a special regime for activities carrying out, that provides preservation of aboriginal environment and traditional nature use of indigenous people and  other ethnical communities, that are equal in rights to indigenous people.  

4. Environmental impact assessment   (EIA) and ecological expertise 

4.1.
Company holds evaluation of environmental impact of its projects under the following principles: 

4.1.1. Multi-variation of project scenarios, obligatory including evaluation of “zero variant”     

           (refusal of project).

4.1.2. Complexity of EIA (analysis of suggested activity on ecosystem basis and all the 

            environmental objects).

4.1.3. Carrying out of EIA for whole project or groups of interrelated projects considering 

features of technological chain of oil-and-gas complex (production, refining, storage, transportation). 

4.1.4. Complete and detailed analysis of all the possible risks for accident occurrence including 

scenario of total destruction of constructions and its consequences.  

4.1.5. Availability and transparency of EIA materials (EIA materials announcement in mass

 media including internet, obligatory allocation on web-site of Company of EIA

 materials and reasonable remarks and Company responses for public requests). 

4.2. Company plans and fulfills its activity under results of strategic ecological assessment of environmental impact of plans and programs for regional development in which the project should be realized. 

4.3. Company holds public discussions of its projects, informs public and persons concerned (through Company web-site allocation of information in publicly-accessible way) about presentation of projects for state and gives under first demand documentation for public ecological expertise to public associations under effective legislation. 

5. Transparency of ecological information

5.1. Company provides public with ecologically meaningful information, including oil spills response and HSE declaration. 

5.2. Company regularly holds independent ecological audit, results of which should be made publicly accessible, and provides necessary information for its holding by third parties. 

5.3. Company immediately informs local population, public and self-governance bodies about emergency situations occurred, its consequences and response measures. 

5.4. Company does not object and assists in events of control activity, fulfilled by public organization and authorized state bodies. 
5.5. Company controls and informs public about priorities, procedures and results of drawdown of funds voluntary directed by Company for social-economic development of regions and environment protection. 

5.6. Company provides openness and availability of research results, which is carrying out within the frameworks of environmental impact assessment procedure and environmental monitoring, including placement of these materials on the Company’s Web site. 

6.  Damage and losses compensation

6.1. Company holds detailed ecological-economic assessment of full value of natural resources taking into account their environment-shaping functions, and include into feasibility study of project losses from losing resources, which will be taken during project realization, as well as losses which may take place in branches of economy, related to sustainable use of natural resources (resort development, tourism, fishing, forestry etc.). Information on losses evaluation and value of resources, which might be lost, should be in open access. 
6.2. In accordance to Russian legislation Company compensates in full damage to environment and population which suffered from negative impact of activity Company and its contractors and sub-contractors.  

6.3. Company ensures and takes all the responsibility for production units removal from service and further territory restoration. Funds for all that should be included and considered on the stage of feasibility study of the project. 

7. Prevention and response for oil and oil products spills 

7.1. Company has the plan of prevention and response of emergency situation and posses all the necessary means of accident management – of its own accidents as well as of those caused by its contractors and sub-contractors. Company insures risks in full at independent insurance companies and/or reserves its own funds for these purposes. Information about all aspect of financial liability should be open. 

7.2. Company officially publishes selection of oil spill response scenarios for the main list of possible emergency situations related to spills occurred in Company units, related to these units operations of partners and third parties, or operations of oil transportation to first point of consumption or re-load.   Company officially publishes scenarios of financial provision for accident consequences response as well as compensation of damage payment to all negatively impacted parties. 
7.3. Company transports its products under the following conditions: 

7.3.1. Plan of prevention and response for spills of oils and oil products for tanker 

transportation. 

7.3.2. Realization of EIA  for the complete cycle of products transportation. 

7.3.3. Transition  plan to use double-hull tankers in water transportation. 

7.3.4. Company ensures accident-less functioning of its pipeline system including in-field and 

inter-field pipelines. 

8. Prevention and minimization of negative impact on environment 

8.1. Company has schedule for implementation of best available technologies, highest standards, norm and practices for  minimization of negative impact on environment. 

8.2. Company has schedule for switch from gas flaring during its drilling operations. 

8.3. Company holds drilling activity under principle of “zero waste discharge” into any water environment. 

8.4. Company cooperates with other companies in joining and common use of infrastructure necessary for project realization in case of decrease its impact on environment. 

8.5. Company switch to non-warehouse drilling technology. 

8.6. Company takes measures to decrease landscape fragmentation and square of damaged territories, first and foremost in construction of engineering line structures (oil and gas pipelines, roads, electricity transmission lines etc.). 

8.7. In area of its activity Company prevents illegal hunting, fishing, gathering of forest products and other usage of flora and fauna by its employees and employees of contractors and sub-contractors. 

8.8. Company does not allow infringement of legal interests of traditional users of local natural resources, particularly indigenous people interests and rights (as well as other ethnical communities, that are equal in rights to indigenous people) whose  lifestyle depends on the well-being  of environment and use of animals and water biological recourses.   

8.9. Company informs contractors and sub-contractors about environment protection requirements and controls its fulfillment. 

9. Environment-oriented initiatives
9.1. Company sponsors or has its own projects for renewable energy sources. 
9.2. Company encourages developments of environment protection initiatives in regions of its activity, including development of  SPNA network. 

10.  Greenhouse gases discharges

10.1. Company forms and publishes in open press data on its greenhouse gases discharges under international methodology, accepted by Framework convention of the UN on climate change. 

10.2. Company takes voluntary obligations to decrease and limit greenhouse gases discharges.
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